Unit 6: Resources for
Spiritual Dimensions of Climate Change

There are spiritual principles, or what some call human values, by which solutions can be
found for every social problem. Any well-intentioned group can in a general sense devise
practical solutions to its problems, but good intentions and practical knowledge are usually not
enough. The essential merit of spiritual principle is that it not only presents a perspective which
harmonizes with that which is immanent in human nature, it also induces an attitude, a
dynamic, a will, an aspiration, which facilitate the discovery and implementation of practical
measures. Leaders of governments and all in authority would be well served in their efforts to
solve problems if they would first seek to identify the principles involved and then be guided by
them.

The Promise of World Peace, The Universal House of Justice

Recommended for Course Participants

Listen to the Song “United” by Playing for Change
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vT_7AX06UQ

The Unit 6 topic as a video talk:

How Can Spiritual Principles Save the Climate?

The Baha'i teachings provide the spiritual foundation for humans to live in harmony with each
other and with the Earth, but how can we apply specific Baha'i teachings to climate change?
Among the teachings that will be discussed are justice, truthfulness, the roles of science and
religion, gender equality, the elimination of the extremes of wealth and poverty, moderation,
the oneness of humankind, and the importance of spiritual development.

Wilmette Institute Climate Conversations with Christine Muller, part 4, recorded June 9, 2020
You can stop after the 43min. talk.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MaNvadHvKqgY

Resource Library

Below you find

A. Baha’i Resources
B. Compilations and Declarations from other Faiths

A. Baha’i Resources

Spiritual Principles Relevant to Climate Change

a comprehensive compilation of Baha'i Writings on the website of the International
Environment Forum

Spiritual Principles Relevant to Climate Change

Earth's Resources
A compilation of extracts from the Writings of Baha'u’llah, the Writings and Utterances of
‘Abdu’l-Baha, letters by and on behalf of Shoghi Effendi, and communications by and on behalf
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https://iefworld.org/ssdcc0.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vT_7AX06UQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MaNvadHvKqY
http://iefworld.org/cmpclimate.html#PRESERVING_ECOLOGICAL_BALANCE

of the Universal House of Justice.

Research Department, Compiled 1991; revised translations inserted 2022.
Baha'i Publications Australia 2022, free download
https://bahaibooks.com.au/products/compilation-earths-resources-au

One Planet, One Habitation: A Baha’i Perspective on Recasting Humanity's
Relationship with the Natural World - A Statement of the Baha'i International
Community

The statement was released on the occasion of Stockholm+50, a notable environmental
conference on June 1, 2022.

- Full statement of the Bah&'i International Community in a format suitable for study:
https://www.iefworld.org/2022bic_ OPOH

- Full statement on the website of the Baha'i International Community with pictures:
https://www.bic.org/sites/default/files/pdf/one_planet_one habitation.pdf

- Translations of the statement https://www.bic.org/publications/one-planet-one-habitation

English
Romanian
French
Spanish

Ethical Commitment to Protect Nature and its Biodiversity
A Statement from the International Environment Forum, 1 March 2021
https://www.iefworld.org/IEFbiodiversity

B. Compilations and Declarations from Other Faiths
Laudato Si' (Catholic, summary and commentary)

The Qur'an and the Environment

Al-Mizan: Covenant for the Earth, Islamic Environmental Charter

Joint Declaration of Istiglal 2024, Fostering Religious Harmony for the Sake of
Humanity

The Bhagavad Gita and the Environment

For more interfaith resources, go to the Resources of Units 1 and 9.
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https://iefworld.org/ssdcc0.html
https://bahaibooks.com.au/products/compilation-earths-resources-au
https://www.stockholm50.global/
https://www.iefworld.org/2022bic_OPOH
https://www.bic.org/sites/default/files/pdf/one_planet_one_habitation.pdf
https://www.bic.org/publications/one-planet-one-habitation
https://www.bic.org/sites/default/files/pdf/one_planet_one_habitation.pdf
https://www.bic.org/sites/default/files/pdf/o_planeta_o_locuinta.pdf
https://www.bic.org/sites/default/files/pdf/opoh_magazine-french-online.pdf
https://www.bic.org/sites/default/files/pdf/opoh_magazine-spanish-online.pdf
https://www.bic.org/sites/default/files/pdf/opoh_magazine-german-online.pdf
https://www.bic.org/sites/default/files/pdf/opoh_magazine-arabic-online_0.pdf
https://www.bic.org/sites/default/files/pdf/opoh_magazine-swedish-online_0.pdf
https://www.bic.org/sites/default/files/pdf/opoh_magazine-italian-online.pdf
https://www.bic.org/sites/default/files/pdf/opoh_magazine-persian_-_online.pdf
https://www.iefworld.org/IEFbiodiversity
https://iefworld.org/node/853
https://iefworld.org/cmpQuran_env.html
https://iefworld.org/Al-Mizan
https://iefworld.org/declarationIstiqlal2024
https://iefworld.org/cmpBhagavadGita_env.html

